
Broadway Gravel Pit – a summary of the management plan 
 

Brief Description 
The Gravel Pit is located about 1 mile southwest of the town of Broadway, grid reference: SP 087 379. 
 
The reserve is a man-made 1.6 hectare reserve, based around a small series of pools that dry in the summer, 
and flood during the winter. Gravel extraction ceased in 1957, when the site was allowed to return to nature. 
The Pit lies on a small outcrop of 'fan gravels' laid down by the Badsey Brook, surrounded by Lower Lias clays. 
The fan gravels are of national importance. 
 
It now contains a variety of semi-natural habitats ranging from seasonal open water to marshy and dry areas 
of grassland, scrub and willow carr. Over 100 species of flowering plants have been recorded as well as many 
species of bird, mammal and invertebrates. Semi-natural wetland habitat such as this is scarce in the area, due 
to intensive market gardening, enhancing the value of the reserve in the local context. 
 
94 species of bird have been recorded on site, and there is a wide range of breeding birds including spotted 
flycatcher and little grebe. Winter visitors have included snipe and woodcock. 
 
Smooth and great crested newts and grass snake have also been seen on the reserve. Slow-worm are 
occasionally found and one record of common lizard which is locally scarce. 
 
The site is designated a Local Nature Reserve, owned by Wychavon District Council and managed by the 
Wildlife Trust on a rolling lease. There is open public access with a small car park and hide for visitors. 
 
Management Aims 
The primary objective is to maintain the open water habitat, with a fringe of emergent vegetation and scrubby 
areas to support the diverse range of species recorded at the reserve.  
 
Rationale 
Broadway Gravel Pit is an unusual wetland feature in the area, and is surprisingly rich in birdlife, and reptiles 
given its small size, which warrant protection.  
 
Summary of management 
 
Pool areas: 

 Manage seasonally fluctuating water levels and minimise disturbance. 

 Manage willow scrub for maximum feeding and nesting opportunity. 

 Reduce number of fringing willows to improve visibility, reduce water uptake and maintain public 
safety on site. 

 Continue monitoring of breeding birds. 
 
Marsh area:  

 Annual cut and removal of a section of the vegetation. 
 
Infrastructure: 

 Annually cut path 

 Annual tree management visit to monitor safety on paths and boundary with caravan park. 
 Maintain hide and car park 


